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The main objectives of this Course are:

i) Address epistemological, theoretical, methodological and technical aspects related to research in
Social Sciences;

i) Provide trainees with solid competences in the field of initiation to research in Social Sciences.

At the end of the Course, trainees must be able to:

(i) Understand the importance of scientific research for the study of educational phenomena and for
intervention in highly vulnerable children and young people;

ii) To be able to formulate and problematize a research problem;

iii) Understand the dynamics of articulation between theoretical model and methodological protocol;
iv) Know how to plan the design of a research project;

(v) identify and characterize the specificity, potentialities and limitations of different methods (quantitative
and qualitative) of data collection;

vi) Acquiring technical skills for data processing;

(vii) develop the critical capacity required for data interpretation and analysis;

viii) Reflect critically on the validity and reliability of the sources of data collection;

ix) Identify and understand the ethical issues involved in research.

Sustainable Developemnt
Goals

(1) Role and utility of scientific knowledge: problematization, investigation, intervention, mediation and
action.

(2) Research design and formulation of a problem: criteria, strategies and articulation between
theoretical and methodological protocol.

(3) Research and construction of bibliographic and documentary databases.

(4) Quantitative and qualitative research methodologies: questionnaire, interview, life history,

Syllabus | ethnographic observation.

(5) Planning and construction of observation and data collection scripts and grids.

(6) Research and field research in education, childhood and youth: ethical procedures and observation
relationship.

(7) Processing and analysis of data: organization and coding of materials; computer and statistical data
processing; content analysis grids.

(8) Presentation and critical analysis of projects (national and international) on education, priority
educational territories and children and young people in situations of vulnerability.

Teaching methodologies

. : 1 - Teaching methodologies
(including assessment)

The teaching methodology includes classes of:
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(2) theoretical exposition of program content;

(2) presentation, discussion and critical analysis of projects and results of research carried out at
national and international level in the area of education, childhood, youth and vulnerability;

(3) a practical approach focusing on the statistical treatment of data that will be exploited using computer
resources and based on practical cases that allow the construction of quality databases, the use of
appropriate techniques for different types of data and the consequent statistical analysis results;

(4) tutorial guidance for the preparation of a research plan / pre-project.

2 - Period assessment

Methodology of evaluation:

(1) Elaboration of a research plan / pre-project to evaluate the skills acquired in relation to the objectives
of the Curricular Unit (60%);

(2) Elaboration of a practical activity that allows to evaluate the acquired competences regarding the
statistical treatment of data of different types and the consequent analysis of the results (40%).

It will also take into account the quality and relevance of the active participation during the sessions, in a
qualitative perspective.

3 - Examination assessement

All students benefit from the possibility of succeeding the UC through an examination if they do not
obtain a positive evaluation in the frequency evaluation regime.
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Special Situations

[Students with special status]

1 - Period assessment - Students with special status

2 - Examination assessement - Students with special status
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